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his West Indian expedition must have seemed a         i dreary record of failure, it was in reality the most
fruitful part of his external policy, and produced the         i
most  abiding results.     Through it, the Spaniards         $
were forced to refrain from molesting the English         f
colonies in the West Indies, and England obtained,         '
as he desired, " the mastery of those seas."   Unlike        |
other parts of his policy, it was not reversed but        j
maintained at the Restoration.    Charles II.  kept        *
Jamaica, and forced Spain with a high hand to sub-        t
mit to its retention by England.    He succeeded in        t"
effecting   the conquest of  Dutch America, which        L
Cromwell had  been so eager to undertake.     He        I
ceded Acadia to France, but his successors won it        f
back, and won all Canada too.    Under him and un-        |
der them the power of the Home Government was        I
systematically directed to the defence of  existing        | colonies and the foundation of new ones.   Thus the         ^
colonial policy which Cromwell and the statesmen         * of the Republic had initiated became the permanent policy of succeeding rulers, and it became so because it represented not the views of a particular party, but the aspirations and the interests of Englishmen in general.
